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This planning report, the seventh of a series providing background information 
for the Comprehensive Plan for Wheeling, is based on a variety of primary 
(field investigations, surveys, etc.) and secondary (published reports, census 
data, trade studies, etc.) information sources. Facts are presented as they 
have been found; observations and conclusions have been drawn from these facts 


in a manner as objective as possible. 


It should be remembered that these preliminary studies provide the basis for 
planning decisions. As such, objective criticism is a primary goal of the 
studies. Thus, while the consultant feels strongly about the desirable features 
of Wheeling and its growth potential, nevertheless he believes that, as in 


any community, there is room for improvement. 


It is urged that all of the preliminary reports receive as wide a circulation 
as possible among the various Village bodies concerned with planning as well 
as the civic groups having a community interest in planning, in order that 


they may: 


(a) familiarize themselves with the various factors 
affecting planning in the Wheeling area; 


(b) become aware of the inter-relationships of these 
factors, their dependence on each other, and the 
over-all relationship to the welt-being of the 
community; and 


(c) be prepared to review final plans and act on those 
plans with a thorough background as to their impli- 
cations in all phases of the Village's life. 


This report was prepared in close cooperation with the Wheeling School Board 


and Superintendent Kenneth F. Gill, whose assistance was invaluable. 
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SCHOOLS 


An important phase of the comprehensive planning program is the timely provision 
of adequate sites for school facilities, in order to meet population changes, 
as well as with their proper spatial distribution, in order to minimize transpor- 
tation costs, insure safety to school children, and allow for auxiliary uses. 
Future planning for the growth of School District No. 21 is predicated on the 
goals of the existing educational program, which are reflected in predictions 


for physical plant to house classrooms and auxiliary facilities. 


Long-range predictions must, to a certain extent, be flexible since, due to a 
mobile population, nearly every governmental and economic action or trend can 
have great potential effect upon the need for school facilities. For instance, 
Wheeling's proposed 400-acre industrial annexation removes the demand for school 
facilities for some 2,100 families who could, under present zoning, be housed 


in this area: 


The school study has been confined to public elementary educational facilities 
provided by School District No. 21. However, it should be noted that private 
educational facilities are available in Wheeling: 3 Catholic parishes and 1 


Lutheran Church provide elementary education within District limits. 


Timing is critical to school planning, for neither over-crowded nor empty class- 
rooms are desirable. Adequate sites and well-qualified teachers should be 
available when needed. Although maintaining an exact appraisal of the changing 
population and school enrollment situations requires constant vigilance and 
cooperation among the Village Board, School Board, Plan Commission, Park Commis- 
sion, and other responsible agencies, nevertheless, up-to-date knowledge of 
land developments, plans and proposals, and the exchange of such information 
between the groups concerned is the best safeguard against unpreparedness for 


rapid residential development. 


Physical facilities have expanded greatly. School District No. 21 serves an 


area comprising some 7,600 acres along the north edge of Wheeling Township and 


includes all of the Village of Wheeling and Buffalo Grove. Sixty-two (62) per 
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cent, or 4,800 acres, are vacant and subject to development. Of these, nine (9) 
per cent are currently utilized for residential purposes% The District, a 
separate, autonomous, governing body with its own power of taxation, had a 1960 


population of 11,814. 


Presently, the District operates 4 elementary school buildings and 1 junior 
high school building, and it is constructing an administration building (summer, 
1963) containing 2 possible classrooms. The School District boundaries, the 
location of the school facilities, and the service areas of the schools are 
shown in Figure 7-1. A summary by school of site and school plant data is 


contained in Table vo 


The administration building, besides providing for the administrative offices 
and school board room, can provide 2 classrooms for overflow use. It is anti- 


cipated that in 1963-64 these rooms will be used for kindergarten classes. 


School District No. 21 has a potential population of about 100,000. Preliminary 


Planning Report No. 3 developed maximum population figures for the various local 
government jurisdictions within the planning area, considering the factors of 
existing zoning, existing subdivisions, potential subdivisions under existing 
zoning, and public areas of school and park sites as shown on the Village's 


Official Map, and the annexation of 400 acres with an Industrial classification. 


Under these conditions the School District will have a potential saturated popu- 
lation of 111,000 people if the average household size remains at 4.12. The 
maximum drops to 99,400 if the average household size decreases to 4. However, 
any change in zoning, the residential development of suggested public lands, 
and anticipated changes in future land use can cause this projection to vary. 
Some of the factors of potential total population are shown in Figure 7-3, 
"Factors in Eventual School Site Selection". Possible population fluctuations 


are illustrated in Table 7-4. 


*See Table 2-1, Preliminary Planning Report No. 2 
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TABLE 7-4. POTENTIAL FLUCTUATIONS IN LONG-RANGE POPULATION ESTIMATES 


At 4.12 persons 
At 4 persons per Household 


per Household (existing) 


Total potential population 
under present conditions, with 
400-acre industrial annexation 99 ,400 111,000 


1960 Census population, 
School District No. 21 11,814 11,814 


Additional growth to saturated 
population under present conditions 87 ,586 99,136 


Additional industrial zoning in 
southeast section of District (decrease) (4,320) (4,450) 


Zoning change in western sector 
to provide density at 
10,000-12,000 square feet (increase) 11,980 12,350 


Note: No additional multi-family zoning has been contemplated. 


High School District No. 214 has acquired future sites. This district has under 
construction Wheeling High School at Elmhurst and Hintz Roads The district also 


has acquired an additional site at Arlington Heights and Dundee Roads. These 
two sites have been recognized in the development of the future potential ~ 

~.. population of School District No. 21. Two additional sites presently owned 
by High School District No. 214 and within District No. 2l.are in the process of 
being sold and will revert back to private use. An additional site within the 
Wheeling planning area but outside of District No. 21 will have to be acquired 
to meet the expansion demands upon the high school. This site will be reserved 


in the future land use plan in the general vicinity of Schoenbeck and Willow Roads. 


The western segment of District No. 21 contains a potential junior college site. 
The April, 1962 report entitled, "North Suburban Chicago Regional College Survey" 


substantiated the necessity and feasibility of a junior college for the territory 


consisting of the Township High School Districts of Niles, Glenbrook, Maine, 
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Arlington Heights, and Palatine. The potential enrollment of a junior college 

is large enough to justify two campuses. The report recommends many alternative 
sites meeting the minimum requirement of 165 to 300 acres, depending on design 
enrollment of the campuses. Many of these sites are within the Wheeling planning 


area and at least three alternative sites are within School District No. 21. 


Although definite steps have not been taken toward the establishment of a 
Junior College District, it is hoped that the petition, County review, and 
election of College District trustees will be accomplished by spring, 1964. 

If the Junior College District is formed, the Village should proceed with indi- 


cating on the Official Map a proposed site of some 300 acres. 


The utilization of approximately 300 acres of vacant land for a Junior College 
campus will have a definite effect upon the need for and location of elementary 
schools in the western area of School District No. 21. For instance, at present 
"elementary children per family'' figures, the need for one-half to one school in 


this general vicinity could be deleted. 


It is most important that the Villages of Buffalo Grove, Wheeling, and Arlington 
Heights cooperate for agreement on sites on their respective Official Maps to 
assure the reservation of a site of sufficient size for the development of a 


Junior College campus in this area. 


Rate of growth is anticipated conservatively at 2,000 per year. The rate of 


growth for School District No. 21 is anticipated to be approximately at the rate 
of 2,000 persons annually based upon an estimated 360 new households per year 
and a natural increase in population similar to that experienced in 1957-60 of 
about 30 per cent. The growth represents a continuing absdlute growth in numbers 
of people for the Villages of Wheeling and Buffalo Grove but a reduction in per- 
centage growth. Increased housing activity in the unincorporated areas is anti- 
cipated. Preliminary Planning Report No. 4 indicates this rate of growth in 
Wheeling and Buffalo Grove based on annual population growth from census figures 
and level of building activity in construction of housing units. A factor has 


also been added for county areas. 
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These figures seem to be both conservative and an average of rate of growth. 
Wheeling's history shows growth spurts, and this characteristic can be expected 
to continue, especially since a major house construction boom is expected to 
begin in 1965 when the families of children born during World War II enter the 
housing market. Also, the figures represent an average growth in the years 
preceding the 1960 census and are modified to reflect activity from 1960 to’ 


the present. 


Population characteristics indicate over 45 per cent of the District's population 
is 14 years of age or younger. This is indicated in Figures 7-5 and 7-6, anda 


further distribution is shown in Figure 7-7. From the population existing in 
1960, the district could expect about 580 children to start school in the fall 
of 1963, if there were no additional population growth nor a decrease due to 


private school enrollment. 


Private school enrollments reduce public school demands by almost one-third. 


From school census data obtained in 1961, the most recent census available, it 
was possible to estimate that an average of approximately 34 per cent of the 
school-age children attended private schools, a majority of which were parochial 
schools. The average varied by district from 21 per cent in the Wolf Road area 


to 43 per cent in Buffalo Grove. 


Statewide averages, however, do not arrive at as high a percentage in private 
schools. The 1960 census figures, which preceded the school census by a year, 
indicated that in all urban areas of the state, 16.7 per cent of kindergarten 
pupils were in private schools and 28.7 per cent of pupils in grades 1 through 8 
were in private schools. For purposes of predicting future school enrollments, 


30 per cent were considered attending private schools in grades 1 through 8. 


School enrollments per family have been estimated. Based on the school census, 


1960 census information, and past school enrollment, the number of school children 
per household was estimated, These enrollment factors indicated that each house- 
hold had almost as many children of pre-school age as of elementary school age, 


and three to four times as many as of junior high school age. 
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FIGURE 7-5 
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FIGURE 7-6 
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FIGURE 7-7 


Public school factors utilized are: 


Elementary school children per household = .9 
Elementary school children per apartment = .5 
Junior high school children per household = .2 


Standards for physical facilities. The standards being utilized by the School 
Board of District No. 21 are slightly lower than those proposed by the National 


Council on Schoolhouse Construction. 


Classrooms are designed for a load of 28 pupils per room, with an optimum school 
size of 20 classrooms, or 560 pupils. Additional capacity is available in each 
school by increasing the classroom load to the maximum State recommended figure 
of 30 pupils per room. The: optimum design enrollment of a junior high school is 
1,000 students. Table 7-8 compares sizes of desired school sites based on the 


above pupil enrollment. 
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TABLE 7-8. COMPARISON OF SITE SIZES - DISTRICT NO. 21 and 
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON SCHOOLHOUSE CONSTRUCTION 


Size of Site in Acres Desired 
Nat i Coy on 


Dist. NOee 2. Schoolhouse Const. 
Elementary School 
560 students (20 classrooms) 8 - 10 10 - 11l* 
Junior high school 


1,000 students 15 - 20 30%** 


*5 acres plus 1 acre for each 100 students. 
**20 acres plus 1 acre for each 100 students. 


Whenever possible, the District's site acquisition policy has been consistent 
with its expressed desires on site sizes. The high cost of land and the rela- 
tively inflexible financial position of the District has resulted in a site 


at Alcott School that is smaller than desired by the District. 


A school site must provide adequate space for the building, its setting and 
landscaping, off-street parking, recreational facilities, and adequate area to 
provide for planned future additions. The proposed Hollywood Ridge School across 
Dundee Road from Jack London Junior High will be on a site smaller than desired 
for the future student enrollment planned for this 20-room school. The site is 

a donation from a developer and is part of a planned subdivision where land is 


not available for site expansion without the purchase of improved property. 


Walt Whitman School, based on present and proposed enrollment, is situated on 

a site smaller than desired. Land area is available for expansion but would again 
require the acquisition of improved properties. Both Sandburg and Twain Schools 
are on adequate sites and should be preserved as public open space either 

totally as school sites or as joint park and school areas. Past land acquisi- 
tions have been of sizes to meet the expediency of the situation. Future sites 
should be acquired that meet as an absolute minimum the District's standards but 
in every way attempt to meet the recommended larger site standards of the 


National Council on Schoolhouse Construction. An alternate to larger sites 
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might be the use of multiple-story school structures which would be available 


for accessory school uses. The school sites currently are providing space for 


the baseball diamonds for the children's baseball league. The recreational 


facilities of each school are listed below: 


Playground Baseball 


School Equipment Diamonds 
WHITMAN x 2 
SANDBURG x 3 
TWALN x 2 
ALCOTT x “ 


Additional baseball diamonds were constructed during the summer of 1963 at 


Jack London Junior High School. 


An alternative solution to the site problem would be the joint acquisition of 
school-park sites by the respective districts, the Park District acquiring 
additional acreages adjoining the school sites so that the total area available 
for either school or park use would be in excess of each district's holdings 


but would jointly meet the needs of each district. 


Conversion of the desired standards for physical facilities would provide an 
elementary school site for every 600-700 families and a junior high school site 
for every 5,000 families. Figure 7-9 is based on this conversion factor, modified 


to reflect existing areas zoned for multi-family units. 


Replacing sub-standard classrooms is desirable. The District is presently util- 


izing 5 classrooms in the basement of the Whitman School which, according to 
State regulations, are classified "sub-standard" because they are below ground 
level. The practical difficulty of providing financing to meet the classroom 
expansion needs of the District has precluded the serious consideration of re- 
placing these rooms. Because the classrooms are adequate in all other respects, 
it is not contemplated that they will be replaced until some time in the distant 


future. 


With the exception of the Whitman School built in 1927, all the remaining schools 


are less than six years old and reflect modern school construction. 
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Location factors reflect continued use of buildings by others. School facilities 


are being used for many functions by non-school groups, including scout troops, 
churches, village government boards, and service groups. The Park District util- 
izes school facilities extensively, having almost no facilities of its own. 

The Park District makes use of three of the school grounds for the summer recrea- 
tion program and of at least one room in each of the three buildings for arts and 
crafts. The gymnasiums are utilized for the winter park programs, both during 
the week and on weekends. No charges are made to the District except on weekends 


when a janitorial fee is imposed. 


Joint use of school facilities by the Park District is excellent and provision 
for the use of school facilities in the over-all recreation program should be 


continued and expanded. 


Coordinated efforts should be made in the planning of school and park facilities 
for the integration of the proposed facilities to provide a total program to the 
citizens of the area. Integration of activities should be reflected in expansion 


plans, new buildings, custodial practices, and joint use of open space. 


Formalized agreements can be used to clearly define joint use and responsibility, 
for instance, in the case of the Park District's providing for the maintenance 

of school grounds in return for the use of facilities. Examples of close school 
and park cooperation is illustrated by the Deerfield and Glenview operations. 

The continued joint use of sites by the Park District and the strongly recommended 
joint acquisition of sites by the School District and Park Board are reflected 


in the suggested site locations. 


Site. locations reduce need for transportation. At saturation, some 100,000 people 
will be distributed throughout the District, as shown in Figure 7-3. The sites 


selected to meet the needs of the District were located to eliminate ultimately, 
if possible, the expense of providing transportation to the schools. Eventually, 
this may be substantially accomplished; however, many factors will initially 


preclude this savings to the District so that these funds may be allocated 


Loy aa ee er) ‘ 
H \ hd uae n Wa we ou 
. , ; ae ; ery 
t 
, 
rf 
— t a ~ - _ wee te — a oe —— am. mea te chews cco steal 


shitos? Loodst' , peauirto, Ys d_agatbbius db. pen boys sit a ii wt. ag SEY. 
m3 Jyoo8 gnkb ut ost seuogs Iqetogener Ya sao pout. vier fiche bia 
ot¢sald Atel av? ,aqvetg eolyiss Soe , ommod: AASV OY iia 
zoistliogt os thoala gitvad Sas aotwtidaie tod 
458" om . ofa vei cbpyotg footine sie fo seins. io seu a2nbe oid 
ke! d iva ‘rot agiibltud seame any Fe tous moi moox eno senes, J5 ‘¢ Ba ergo: 
eniivh cjod ,umaago7g lee teJelw eas 03 basil fig sre ann BITS amt | 
LTB fonox? ‘isge? odd of sbaw Sys Begtads of .ebrexegw fo cont 


beeoqul ef 991 (eiae vine 


af 7 


‘ y y * ¥ . 
\ rat R on OKO Jed viet edd vd POEL Dye? Liisa tee 
yoda ma r¢ nokgese red Llis-aevo si! ab eataeiioed £60058 i9 


; baba pat 


fies? areo bare I eodee Qo gnianela ofo of bam ad Blume saat ny 
4 austere (store shtvoty of ssisillosy seaeaqegg ade .6 rules 
} padoeltos od biuocde geolsivi ton’ 16 woOrseegse acta 


RPP ad“ 


woo To Pell Mid rf ning - 95 fI5eaq Latretatio ‘et et 7150! 


tdleseqses bia shu Dei aaitep fl ysoilo WI bead od neo etiamestge bow 
~~ notnken ent sol anibs ora: ¢'Sodutetd saet aft 20 o@eo OND WT: oon tale 
sola ted autains’ cesta tite? Do sen ot, cdot wiudet at ebevors ie 
notsstsyo walvas tl) bes tlakiasevl ott #d be: ify jety id el: VOR 257 5¢O09 a 
muosan, ¥intotts sd2 ope sotgssle Ayer srs vd quite cc sau 4ab6h our ks ft da 
sJogltsy oats biseod Ned one IbrtetG Teves was wd wsdtn io vobateivpaet 


eirad te eu adhe bedeougue 4 


if qoaq JOO), GOL  snics : rok Jnwietee JA nod zea upaidnese 1 10 base aoubas 30. ‘ 
goats oat .t~\ wal al aworde 28 toda sert pits Anoliguniild beaudtsaedb od 


gleinwriiy olen iim bs o% basponi atk sod aSelt aig ‘ds ebaatt wld 399m: ot : toa! 


1h, 


D 


_,lisususwS .aleodos sd 69 Hoist otsoqenwed ar ihiuotty ais sameqre ony ,,atdbaaeel 
Uirisinr {Ltw agegoe ree , savewar iPodek! gnaage vitardamsedge: ad eet 
5 curiae sq the abt seat, ine: og Aobatnag ais Raat: anid ¢ 


7 te 
r f \ F ry 
bau ¢ ; f * 7 ~~ 
a 5 S, A Ss re ant 
bln a if ie ; 
i F , n 
an 1 oy 
Om ee >) ea Lon : ce af 
. ; cy wiv 
> a A, Ly i 5 Paw i ere yf Wy 7 OUR yt 


Wheeling - Plan Report No. 7 US. 


to educational and facility needs. In 1962-63, over $39,000 was spent for 


transportation. Among the factors hindering realization of this goal are: 


(1) Areas cut off from the remainder of the District not having 
enough students to support a school. (An example of this 
would be the extreme northeast corner of the District). 


(2) Shifting of classes and grades between schools to make the 
most efficient use of classroom space and teachers; for 
example, sixth grade classes currently being held at the 
junior high school. This, however, is not a disadvantage 
until sufficient schools have been constructed to eliminate 
most of the busses and provide for schools on a neighborhood 
basis. 


(3) Unpredictability of where private development will create 
demands for additional school facilities. 


Between 28 and 37 elementary schools and 3 to 5 junior high schools are needed 


to serve the ultimate population. Figure 7-10 shows the total elementary and 
junior high school development necessary to meet the needs of the ultimate popu- 
lation in the area. This figure will be useful to the continuous planning of 
the School Board in selecting future sites to serve the District as effectively 
as possible over a long period of time. It is not intended that all the sites 
be acquired immediately, but only as the need arises for a new school. The 
over-all development plan is a guide for the final selection. It also is the 
basis for showing needed school sites on the Official Map, thereby assuring the 


reservation of the needed sites until acquisition can be undertaken. 


The ultimate development, based on a modification of present zoning requirements, 
will require 24 new elementary schools plus the existing 4 schools, or a total 
of 28. (See schedule in Figure 7-10). Additional schools will become necessary 
if additional areas are not utilized for industrial purposes (6a, 6b), if anti- 
cipated public lands are not acquired (13a), or if major changes in zoning 


‘increase the possible residential densities permitted (18a-24a). 


Similarly, at least 2 junior high schools (Jl, J2) will be necessary in addition 
to Jack London Junior High School. Reserve sites have been indicated where de- 
velopment for residential uses is of a density greater than now permitted (J4) 


or where additional industrial areas are not developed (J3). 
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Should the final junior high school system contain only 3 schools, the schools 
will exceed the desired enrollment. If the 4 junior high schools are required, 
at least 1 will exceed the desired optimum enrollment of 1,000 students, and 
1 will be under the optimum. If 5 junior high schools become necessary, at 


least 2 will probably have an enrollment less than desired. 


Growth requires immediate expansion of school facilities. A comparison of 


school capacity and 1962-63 school enrollments (Table 7-2) indicates approxi- 
mately a 200 pupil surplus. This comparison includes 4 rooms becoming available 
during the summer of 1963. This excess capacity will be entirely exhausted 
with the entrance of about 500 students in the fall of 1963, and there will be 
more Panis tha can be housed within the desirable maximum for tnd existing 


classrooms. The shortage of classrooms will become greater in each future year. 


A $2.4 million expansion program is being planned over the next four years to 
meet anticipated growth in school enrollments. The program to be voted on in 


the fall of 1963 includes provision for: 


ioe. Classrooms Year Reference to Fig./7-10 
Purchase junior high site 1963 J-1 
Hollywood Ridge elem. school 20 1964 i 

Sandburg addition 8 1964 B 

Buffalo Grove School be 1965 Vicinity 14-16 
South School LZ 1965 Vicinity 7-10 
Junior High School 20 1966 J-1 


This building program is designed to maintain a consistent tax level with the 
maximum borrowing power of the District and represents the maximum annual program 
available to the District under present debt retirement schedules and assumed 


increased assessed valuations. 


Our estimates for increased school enrollments over the period of the improvement 
program--through 1967-1968--were based upon a review of the existing population 
composition in the 1960 census, present enrollment and its movement through the 
grades, and anticipated enrollment increases through new families in the district. 


The total enrollment in five school years will be about 5,100 pupils, an increase 


-4 yt Salish Rei oteltlgs le 20s mami alae 


tae Ce ALE A A LG LN 


atoodeg oft ,aloodoe € vino nieanled modes — igi dedi. Toni § 
-betiupss xs 6boonae sigty voinut & eda {7 sero Loree hottest ada bi 
bts ,etaobute 000,10 io gooml loss imal tga) bias bes, ails bgaoxs (hy Pi 
16 _(ipeesoen snonsd aloortoe dard aohaut. ca cancsrb Sig ads: 3 t 
-batfeab. asds rast tentlowne mea evetl inderg & 


to mozsliaqmoo A. ~gebphidtos? foods : “Bo Jgledegms: sdapb 
-ixoxqeh sotaorbat (cut ofdet) edtaint hodeae Lnedye caasee ‘bun ena 
sidelisve sotaiopsd emodx & esbufork qos tzagmnes aldt baa cing Liqua 00 ) 
bateusixe yvioildna gd IL iw vaiosqns aadoxs ai AT | O08! “to comma fl 

od Iiiw eros bue .t Asef 2 o that aein ok eanmebuss . 08 suods to S908 


guidagxy of3 tok nivatkem ealdskbesh sad abate baevon ad nd nals 2 


L49ey situa doss ri seeaetg omoved ([iw emoorser lo 1s ageirrone 8 


se 
OF @9Bey avert tno ef} aavo Dartiig pake@ ser mero ig olgm 

‘ iy Ha 
ye beset .4 of neeeotw fy 2thant lore leoadntze ml (aw 
ai 710 BSEhoOvV aa « fHETRAOU St BAe LOTS LOONTE 1A test 


10 wokelvory 2shol jm aa 


Ol-S.2)% oF sompsetat = rset moore eet) _ le. oe 
tnt, | £ae | 9a digit volawt # 
i : ee Hab ‘Of, loudse mble sgbaa Be 
fi Adel {8 caksibbs 
ef-)1 yahkototV Bel i ae Soods? svord Gh 
OL-5 ysinisk¥ 2aed ae oe ie ni eo) 
‘Tt aae! oe looto? rghit 


eid, dsiw: level xed Jnotebenoce &. nLasal eo o2 baggiasb.ai MBIDOL anib i 
mengozq Isunns mumixam add einseoxget bee okxseea ad to “Tawog gnivor vod Mk " 
bemuees bra eoslubarloe stains Se jdab. SHHeGER Yebsu. so¥voede: od o2 ole 
‘eno sailay bavessen boa, 


; srromaversgini orid to bolreg ons t4¥O. etnemllorns Iodsa hognononl vd 29 eater 
Tol Ielugqog gristeixe sit to wolve1 s mnogu bosad! ote = 00K WORE Hgvowtd-s 
| edd davords Ioemevew eat bits anson! Loxme omean7q aun ooe! aia ai a ial 
.todrteib ods mi aatitast war dgvowda asgaeront Sasi Lowes bang ae 
| separa ie <elkqug OOF, @ tuods ad Hee béric) foodoe ia ‘et aa 
| Se Oe ns am ane ol EM ts ie hangs 


Wheeling - Plan Report No. 7 18. 


of 2,150 pupils, or 72 classrooms at 30 pupils per room. In addition, auxiliary 


rooms, such as all-purpose rooms and special rooms, will be required. 


The School District estimate was based upon a continuation of the present level 

of new enrollment plus anticipated enrollment from homes which were proposed 

to be constructed during the next five school years by five of the larger builders 
in the district. The School District estimated the need for 72 new classrooms 


through 1966-67. 


Both figures are conservative as they take into account only planned develop- 
ments or a continuation of the present level of development. In all likelihood, 
these pieces will be exceeded late in this five-year period because of the 
increased home building activity anticipated to begin in 1965 when the families 
of World War IL's baby crop enter the housing market. Table 7-11, ‘Anticipated 


Classroom Needs, 1963-1967", shows the anticipated increase by years. 


TABLE Teele ANTICIPATED CLASSROOM NEEDS, 1963-1967, SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 21 
Anticipated Enrollment 
School No. of Additional Planned* (Deficiency) 
Year Enrollment Classrooms Enrollment Classrooms or Excess 
Class- 


Enroll. rooms 


1962-63 2,942 104 - - 178 6 
1963-64 2,942 104 437 = (259) (8.6) 
1964-65 35019 104 384 28 197 6.4 
1965-66 3,763 132*% 462 24 250 8.4 
1966-67 4,225 156 458 = 0 0 
1967-68 4,683 176 450 20% ** 150 5 


*Development program currently proposed. Referendum to be held in fall, 
1963, and classrooms ready for beginning of school year. 
**Including anticipated rooms. 
**kJunior high tentatively planned for 1966-67 to meet increased junior high 
classroom needs at that time. It is anticipated that junior high classrooms 
will be used for sixth grade classes where necessary as in 1962-63 school year. 


District boundaries may be changed. The Wheeling planning area includes School 
District No. 21 as well as portions of additional districts to the south and 
southwest. No major changes in District No. 21's boundaries are foreseen. The 


only three irregular points in the perifery are: an improved subdivision at 
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Camp McDonald and Wheeling Roads; 40 acres of vacant land north of Hintz Road 
and east of Schoenbeck's; and the cemetery at the far southwest corner of the 


district. 


Eventual requests for annexation to the School District of the 40 vacant acres 
at Hintz and Schoenbeck should be anticipated when they are in the development 
stages because of their location diagonally across the street from Sandburg 
School. The other two areas are not likely for annexation, either because the 
school affiliations have been established (the improved subdivision), or because 


the school district is unimportant (the cemetery). 


The disconnection of the extreme northeast corner of the district, east of the 
Cook County Forest Preserve, may be desirable in the eventual development of 


the district to avoid providing transportation to this relatively small area. 


Summary of Planning Recommendations 
The Village of Wheeling must recognize the problems of School District No. 21 


in providing adequate school facilities. In doing this, the Village should: 


1. Cooperate in the preparation and continual revision of the 
Official Map to show current thinking on school sites at the 
elementary, high school, and college level. 


2. Make effective use of the subdivision ordinance provisions for 
the reservation of potential school sites. 


3. Encourage the joint acquisition of school and park sites. 


4. Cooperate in a definite fiscal plan to avoid "bunching" of 
initial bond and interest costs on the tax bill. 


5. Establish and preserve appropriate future land uses in the 
Village and assist in acquiring appropriate zoning for future 
land uses in the unincorporated area. 


6. Cooperate with other communities within the one and one-half 
mile extra-territorial jurisdictional area for eventual develop- 
ment of these unincorporated areas. 
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